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Thursday November 2, 2006
MR. GORDON: Thank yvou all for coming out
this evening. A little over a year ago I guess the

tour came through and Basin had this

n
-+

Governor'
wonderful facility, and it seemed like a great place to
hold this meeting tonight.

My name is Mark Gordon. I'm the chairman of
the Environmental Quality Council. You can see we have

~

a video svystem set up so that other Counci

memoers

@]
v

f

participate. We have various forums on tonight:

Dennis Boal in Evanston, Rick Moore in Laramie, I

think. John Morris is in Cheyenne. I think Bill
DiRienzo is there. Bill DiRienzo is with the
Department of Environmental Quality. Sarah Flitner,

John Brady and Wendy Hutchinson, who are also members
of the Council are not available tonight, but will be

listening to a recording of the meeting. Joe Girardin

is here. He 1s the Council's paralegal and technical
wiz.

For the purposes of the recording that we are
making, I will state that it is about 6:15 on November

2, 2006. I'm in Basin, Wyoming, to hold a listening

session for the Environmental Quality Council My
special thanks go to the technical people with TCT West
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paper today and couldn t Qelp but notice that e2re was
- —~ 1 - . - ol . 1 T = 1 =~ — 1
an article about it funny enough, I picked up a book

How To Make People Think You Are Normal. The

that says
reason why I wanted to come here tonight was because I
really want to hear fronm you all, what your concerns
are that are pertinent to the Council, and T wanted to
have a chance to listen to you in a very informal,
again,

general session. So thank you for coming,

tonight.

The Council has not yet moved forward on the
rule making for the petition, but we have heard -- have
heard comment in places like Cheyenne and Casper.
Consequently, this seemed like a good time for me to
come to the Basin to hear your comments on produced
water discharges and management .

Sure we understand

The Council wants To make

yYyour concerns. And for sort of the Purposes of

0]

conducting this meeting, which I, again, would hope
would be as informal as possible, I would like to --
I'm going to go to the speaker's poclum and get the
list of sign ups. If anyone has come in late and they
want to sion up, now is the time to do 1t, and then
we'll go through that At the end of that, I will ask

, . , ,
further questions are in front of us.
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And I guess the last thing, you'll nctice, o
the left we have a fellow named David Hix, who is here
dolng a hearing -- he's here
for an attorney not ass ental

him if you have any thoughts or concerns on this,

1

ithout further ado, thank you again, and

N
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let me see who we have. Also, if I can keep the folks
from Powell late because Buffalo plays them tomorrow.
All right. First, I have Deb Thomas.

MS. THCMAS: I have no comments.

MR. GORDON: No comments, okay. Doug

McMullen.

—
—

MR. McMULLEN: My name is Doug McMulle:
live in Deaver. We've been -- we purchased 300 acres

in October cf "05, In November of '05 -- we have two

oil wells on our place; there was a rupture. At that
time we called the DEQ, and they sent a representative
from Lander.

We had the water tested, because we 50
much oil running down our drains. We never received

. v — - oo 3 5 T e P S S
other than a verbal that the polluted
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they couldn't verify it
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Covered with oil where
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ab result because they cot

I cuess They just never

big concern rignt there,
that distance to get somecne one
up .
-- they did not address the
lds, as far as the soil.
11 got probably four acres
the weeds won't even grow.

still there, and no one can make them clean it uo

And then September of this year same thing,

had another o0il spill. We did not notify the DEQ,
|
because we didn't have Satisfactory results from the |
first time. They couldn'+ get their lab results to
confirm what they were saying. So there, again, we've
got contaminated fields again, and it's still there.
They now dump the water from the well into
s . e S . [
our irrigation GQltches, and I can't get stock to drink ,
out of them. It's a milky color, it stinks and they
|
won't touch it As far as I know these original tests
|
1
] A Lo . . ) |
would have clarified whether that was potable water or ;
%
whether the stock would drink it or whatever, but it
|
!
‘ s
was never erirfied and it was never forced -- ardg |
we've had no feedback from anybody, so we are kind of ‘
alone out there f
|
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and

we

gave

because we

never got

go to the DEQ about the soil

up beca

condition,

it's disgusting.
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didn't

we

any

response from them.

Aand we'd like to hear from someone. We'd

like someone to be concerned about it, and we'd like to

have some follow-up. Just tell us what your test

results are. If they're good or bad or indifferewt, it

would be nice to know whether that's poison goin

for my stock. And if there is a spill and DEQ

concerned
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then there's a formal comment an

makes sense.
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submitted at that time, if that

MS. MORRISON: Okay. I wanted to make sure

that the Council was aware --

MR. GORDOCN: Okavy.
MS. MORRISON: -- and that we were tryving to

address the concerns of folks in the Big Horn Basin.

MR. GORDON: Are there any guestions from

5

Thank you, Jill. I have -- 1s 1

{u

anyone?

Kramer?
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KRAMER: Yes.
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GORDON:

MS. KRAMER: name 1s Nicol m with

William, Porter, Day and Neville in Casper. I'm a
lawyer. i represent Devon Erergy Company, and I'm the

JRR R - A . - e A N oo oa N

attorney wno asked the court reporTer O De nere. Laxr
De o . J R R, - P -
is5 that we wanited Lo eXpress a concern

- P Aay o A s - . - e s o o

and otnexr LQUSTIY PpeldlDie wantela us T express a

concern o e ot s o~ 7z T eaA —— e s Y

concern Tha LS HNotaile wWa asLie2d OxX Trhiis e 1lng

 x 71 3 ci R trmovy 14 T S - - P R
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opportunity to have representation here so that




[N

w

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

[N
(@8]

(N
~

o
wun

would like

notice so

attendance

we'll all

you Jjust 1

I think I

thoughts,

I didn't ¢
concerns.

conversati

3
jui]
o
Q.
O
=
3
[
[
(@]
[e]
3
(@]
®
a1
o]
[95]
4]
n
=
1]
' J
fi
o
o
(@]
o]
o
wn
]
by
(]

~ P } ~ - - N A < - < +— -~ 5
about the petition Aa 1n the Ifuture, we

have better
at the meetings.

MR. GORDON: Sure, duly noted.

~

And the transcript is so that

MS. KRAMER:

know what goes on.

thougnts or

o]
[a
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have anvy

4

]

GORDON: Do vou
istening as well?
here pretty much to liste

M5. KRAMER: I'm

have a client on the way who may also expr

cut that's why I'm here.

MR. GORDON: Thanks. I'm sorr it wasn't
et to this sooner, but, Nicol, I share you
My whole point is it's nice to have the

on.
M5. KRAMER: It is.
MR GORDON : Thanks Kevin D Jones.
MR JONES No comment.
I[R. GORDON: Thank you, Kevin Jeff Sviga
R SVIGA: No comment.
. GORDON: Okay, thanks. Bob Georges
GEORGES: No comment
MR GORDON : No comment OCkay, thank you
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| existence I think that's technically impossible.
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MR. GORDON I understand this Let me just
mention, again, that we don't have specific language in
front of us. When that language is crafted, it will be
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record.
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MR. JCNES: Our desert needs water. Thank

you.
MR. GORDON: Thank you. I have Marvin

Blakesly. I met you out in the lobby.
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MR. BLAKEZSLY: First o all, Mark, I'd like
to thank you for coming here to the Big Horn Basin and
hearing the concerns the ranchers and the operators and
the county government has here. We appreciate you
coming here to listen to us.

I wish we had had a little more time, because
there are a lot of pecple that are very concerned about
the loss of water here in the Big Horn Basin. I think

that was very evident at the meeting in Worland. There

I

was well over 100 people there. There was a lot of
concern expressed both with the ag protection policy
and the petition. I think the message came out 1d

we need the produced water here in the

v
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and clear tn

Big Horn Basin. Agriculture and wildlife very heavily
depend on the water.

I guess there's pbeen some confusion as to
exactly what is moving forward with the rule making I
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of this produced water, 1t goes on all over Wyoming
That was one of the original reasons that the
beneficial use was carved out in the Clean Water Act in
the first place, with Wyoming in particular in a desert
environment, and the beneficial uses of that water went
on for many, many decades, and we certainly want to see
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the sage grouse working group. I was jJust totally
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Protection Policy and concerns about that.

Mr. CAMPBELL: Yes, it was a two-day trip and
then they had the Worland Hearing after they did the

field work. They did a lot of work in the Basin here
they looked at a lot of land. They talked to ranchers,
locked at properties and everything, a full, usy two

days.




Thank you, Mr. Chai am
Lorraine Corberg. I am the Executive Director for the

Thermoplis/Hot Springs County Economic Development

Company. I'm also a State Representative representing

House District 28, which is all of Hot Springs County
and South

And I guess I'd like to thank you for the
opportunity to be here this evening. I, again, share
the concerns that you've already heard about the short
time frame. And I really -- in listening to the
comments being made tonight -- I have more questions, I
guess, than I do comments about really what you're
expecting from us ‘ That's kbecoming clearer as
this proceeds, but I really don't think that the notice
was guite clear about what U ted from us tonight

and what we could expect f 1 you 11 1rn .

perhaps when
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MR. GORDON: I'"ll be glad to.
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continue.

think part of what -- I don'rt fully know
what all your petition is, but I know it's going to
affect the ag policy. We, no matter what you do and
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you don't try to make one size fit all. It's kind of

like, 1if you've got a problem, and it needs a Band-Aid

then put a2 Band-Zid on it. Don't use the mummy
approach and wrap the whole body, which it looks like
is trying to be done to the state.

So from that concept we want you to keep
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MR. GORDON: You bet, knock yourself out,
that would be great.

MR. JONES: Now that we know what we're here
for.

MR. GORDON: Let me take just a second. The
reason why I wanted to do this is because of the
dialog. I grew up in KcC. You know, there were all.
those times when people had black and white sclutions
to things. Usually, it was in the coffee shops that

problems got solved, because not everything is all one

way or the other. So that was the reason why I wanted
to have this kind of a meeting.

MR. JONES: This is great that we can get our
second shots and really talk about the Situation.

There's been an incredible display of riveted -- the
attention of these people behind you. It's been guite
a show. We appreciate that they're on overtime or
something. I have to recover, myself, from that.
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1 -- I feel I need to direct my comments to you in light
2 of what might come to be in the future And I want to

%
3 §come back to agriculture, wildlife. 3
4 And everybody in the community recycles the

5 water, uses the water. It turns over several times in
6 our water sheds just the same way an economic dollar

7 turns over several times in our community. You can't
8 separate the two even.

9 LT 1s the water that makes our communicty

10 ood, and 1if ou look at the water ualit in Bi
g Y q y g

11 Spring, it could never pass your CBM rules, but it sure
12 provides a heck of a lot of benefit to our community.
|
13 And it's all natural. What's the distinction, natural
!
14 coming out of a pipe in an oil field? It's not how it
15 comes to be It's how we can develop the uses for it
16 and keep the damage down.
17 And we ask you not to try to make the Powder
18 River Basin Rule when there are real problems that are
19 different than elsewhere in the state fit our area if
20 it can't 'm going to have to say that based what
|
21 I've seen 1n your draft documents, you can't. I'd like |
22 | to leave that with you {
23 SORDON Oka A1l right Wwell, Jone f
- - |
1’ |
24 | else? I'1 try to honor Lorraine's comments Let me
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