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January 29, 2007 JAN 7§ H07
P Terti A. Lorenzon, Director
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman Environmental Guality Councl

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 25th 8t

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax — 307-777-6134

R Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQI) Chapter 2

Mr. Gordon,

1 arm an HES Professional working for Pennaco/Marathon Qil Company in Gilletta, WY,
working in the Coal Ded Methanc Industry, I have lived in Wyoming for the past 26
years, 25 of them with mining compauies. Ihave seen the PRC oppose the mining
industry when | worked for them and when they couldn’t succeed there; I sve they are
now picking on the CBM Industry. We (the CBM industry) are being very proactive in
the methods we are trying to come up with to control the water issues at hand. By
allowing the PRC to pass this petition, this would be very detrimental to the economy of
WY, not to mention the economie devastation it would have to Gillette, Buffalo, Sheridan
and other surrounding areas.

The governor has encouraged the Powder River Safety Council to come up with training,
propose new regulations, etc. fom vur newly formed Safety Group because there are no
current OSHA regulations that apply specifically to the CBM indusiry. If the guvernor is
asking for our help, how can your department ailow this small group from the PRC 10
counteract the governor’s initiatives to help support the Coal Bed Methane Industry?7?

T oppose the Citizen Petition for Rnlemaking — Pawder River Basin Resource
Couneil ot al - WQD chapter 2,
* Toppuse auy rulesmaking that reduces or climinates the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially uscd.
»  Water has to be in the stream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if it is to be beneficially re-used. :

I would also like to make the following points aheut this rule:
» If this rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifieations to me, my family,
my fellow cuployees and my company will be devastating, In addition, the loss
of tax revenue to the county and state from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bed

Natural (3as production will change Wyoming's revenue pigure fiom huaving u
surplus to a deficit,
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* John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written to
the EQC with his understanding of the effects of the proposed rule. Mr. Wagner
stated the rule will ibid ost, if not all CBM produecd

ve ihe eflect of prohibitis
water discharges.
* loppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CEM

produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
(ias Operations. The concept of a standard is self-explanatory, . .it should be
applied over the entire state. The Powder and Tangne Rivers are not any different
from the Wind/Big Hom or Shoshone rivers. This rule is bound to be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious upon appeal.

¢ liis well understood by the Pernaco and other CBNG operators in (he busin (liat
problems with CBM water on some individuals’ properties might exist. [ have
personally dealt with many of these individuals.. in my opinion, their view of
tights they are owed is skewed beyond all reasonableness. There are many
options available for conflict resalutions that are not being pursued by the
petitioners. Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those jsmes. Tn nearly
overy case an cngineered solution has been offered to the petitioners. The
petitioners seemn opposed to anything but a fight,

* The Attorney General's office has repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this
petition and the xule it proposes. The EQC would be wise to beed their attorney’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this mile. Again, please register my
opposition to maldng this a rule or policy. Please feel free to contact me at 107.685-5623

of you have any guestions regarding my opinion. Ilove Wyoming and do not want o
lose my ability to make a living in this wonder(ul state!

Sincerely,
Lenny Eitenburg, Hﬁégrofessiﬂna}
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