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Sava the B JAN 78 0w
Bondurant, Wyorning 82622 LA |
. ET&{m A. Lorenzon, Director
- nvironmental Quality Counci

And by fax to: 307-777.6134

January 28, 2007

Environmenta Quality Councll
Herachler Bullding, Room 1714
122 West 25th Street
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Members of the Environmentat Quality Council:

Re: Coal-bed methane (CBM) waste water discharges and
the proposed rule-making for consideration by the Councll

SDSBT is a citizens’ group, 500 strong, focused on stopping drilting In the Upper Bridger-
Teton National ForestAWyoming Range and the surrounding private lands in the Hoback
Basin. We thank the Council In advance for consideration of these comments.

The water available 10 us is from aquifers, creeks and small rivers and these waters are
essential for vesidential, wildiife, agricultural, and ranching purpozes. Some rosidential areas
are already suffering from a lack of groundwater. Water resources will, without question, be
at risk if Tull-field energy development in the Hoback Basin were to occur. As & reauit, SDEBT
ie axtremely concerned about the Departmeant of Environments Quality ‘s{ DEQ) behavior In
fecognizing water resource and pokution problems, and thelr retuctance 1o use exdsting legal
and regutatory tools to even consider, let alone resoive, water-related issues. This is what we
see as the case In CBM development.
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water resources svailable to us. We fear that the long-term need for clean water In the
Hoback Basin and elsewhere in Wyoming is becoming a sacrificial lamb to the near-term
intarast in energy “trassure.” Contamination of groundwater and surface waters and draw-
dmnsafmewmdiyaprpamaquﬁmmwmpmﬂmsmmmm
rieks rot only to current residents but also to current sustainable aconomic activities, o
including ranching, agriculiure, tourism and the long- term health of the public fands that £
suppert 30 much of the roareational economy.
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activitles, and tv established communities. There is"no such thing as a fres lunch.” i
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AsmTummﬁ,ﬁwmwpwwmbmeMMmﬂmmmm
of permitting discharges of poliution oniy for, “beneficial use *, and aiso includes standards,
such as efffuent iimits, that are expecied to be protective of livestock and wildife. Those are
very important matters and we support them.

mmmmmm,mmmwmmmmamﬂm
very real and obvious problem of aquifer quality and depletion as a result of the volume of
mmm%mmmdmmmmhmaﬁam and may
affect basins across Wyoming.

Two competing resources, water and energy, should not be seen as a frade-off, one for
another. Mamwmmmmmmammmmw
development, our State is facing a grim and longer-term problem. The current state of affairs
supporta both the poliution and the waste of water at 5 time when the State should be -
protecting its water resources, As a matter of sound public policy, this fundamental
deficiency nesda to be addreasod. The condition and cortamination of aquifers, rates of
mhame.aswﬂaawnwmofsmmm,lnﬁmfawofhwm
deveiopment now underway, are not being effectively addressed by Wyoming's DEQ. To put
It miidly, this is short-sighted; we encourage the Environmental Guality Councli to engage
with cthers to determine the best short-lerm halanced approach to meet competing demands
for clean water supply in Wyoming. Wyoming cannot exist without a clean supply of water,
Whatwehavenow,asismemmmmecsmwveimm, is 1} sanciioned water
contamination and 2) waste. This is flagrant unacceptable behavior.

The cument attitude of the DEQ, In the matter of permitting water for beneficial use in the
mwofcsuwmrma,mdsmemmmgemd,msummm
wrang result. Taﬁwmmﬁmmmmmaifmisama
Nindspouomsmaupwmofﬁawaterdhahamedaﬂowedwﬁigotobﬂmﬁdajm.m
remaindar is wasted and just causes damage. This rule will provide protection of soil,
vegetation, wikilife, mecmammmmam:mW-mme
uaas of the land, and prevent further damage caused by DEQYs failure to appropriately
mncmmmarmmkmmmhﬁsammm, ,

in this case, DEQ apparently maintains an argument over the lesue of authority; and a
competing jurisdiclional Issue with the State Engineers Office, and the Board of Control. To
simply maintain an argument, rather than address the solution is both unprofessional and
unnecessary. We belleve undar both state and federal law (the Clean Water Act) the DEQ
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discharges that cause harm, eoil erosion, sifting, and more is not acceptabla. Pamitting to
beneficial use then becomes in effect a performance standard. There I nothing wrong with
standards, We hold public elected offivials to standarde. We hold school to performance
mmmmmmxmdomwfom;%wmmmmmm
standards aas weil,
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Respect for lands and waters of Wyoming must provall, Long-term offocts on the aquifers,
MWWM,%MW,WMMWWW
development proceed simultaneously, demand immediats attention. Whether in faot olimate
WMWQMMWMMMW%@WWW&mm
mmmm,mmmwmmmmmmmmmm
intermountain west are occurring at the same time that energy development demands
excessive water. Apparently there is a serious biind spot or a defiberate effort 1o not utilze
mewmwm and we find this inappropriate, in fact perhaps a

of duty.”

Tausaanan@ogy.Hmwasintmqandgmnampmanﬁﬂmmumﬁonmdm
choss to fire blanks instead of live ammunition, one would be court marshaled. On the other
mmmm-mmmwtnﬂmm,myhmmbarmmﬂmm
shot, armmmmmmmm.inm%mmismawwmm
matters, and leam how to load the weapon before entering the live battiefield. In this case,
promulgation M&mmmﬂwﬁdeﬂmmamdoﬂmrdmymmm
reluctance they now exhibit.

We encourage and support the Environmental Quality Council to: see to it that further
poliutioh of Wyoming does not stand; to see 1o it that remediation and
mmmammmm;mmmmnmmismmmm
promuigated,

mmenyomkgmmawm.meSEOpeﬂmmmetaldngmmammBEQ
has legal authority to pemﬁtﬂw&f@argeufwmaﬂunammr.memmmmis
& tool used in every state in the US to manags for environmental quality. The State must act
insu&amyMpMasmumaamMMasmbemﬂmﬂmm
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leaped before thuy looked and now it is time to take comactive meastires. Both the DEQ and
the CBM immmuwmammmmmewmmmmmmmm
Baain. This rule will make clear what DEQ must do with its authority, Thank vou for the
apportunity to commant on this matter.

Very truly yours,
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Linda )
EDSBT
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Cc  Senator Enxi ‘
Senator Thomas ‘
Govemor Frudenthal 5
Patrick Tyrrail, Stata Enginaer ‘
John Wagner, DEQ Administrator






