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. Governor
:questions
:fundneed

GlLLETI'E (AP) - Oov. Dave
:Freudenthal has questioned
:whether the Environmental
, Quality Cnundl should receive
, direct fimd:ing for persunnel.
. Bul dil!lmjssed QR"spend-

i.ng too much time lookjng for
spooks in the nightft the Qu~ee-
tinn hi!!!quel..ition waf! part of a
dhjpute about water-quality
regulations.

The Environmental QuaHty
Council il:\authorized to employ
thr(\(J people and given about
$600.000 for operational expens-
ai, indud ing secretarial help.

In a Dec. 10 letter to state Sen.
Philip Nicholas, R-Laramie, aud
~tflte Rep. f4'rank Philp, R-Sho-
!!honi, the incoming chairmen
of their l'el!pectiv~ appropria-
tlonfl committee!!, Freudenthal
said the Environmental Quality
Act Witt'!never monnt to give the
council its own staff.

He gaid the council should
instead got I!Uppurt from the
Department of Environmental
Quality.

. F]'eudtJl1thal and Attorney
Gel10ral Pat. Crank have said the

, " Environmcntal Quality Council
, should It!col}tiiderits decision to

hold n hcoringJan. 17-18to Ctln-
aider propused rulea governing

, coal-bedmothn.1l1)water.
Ranchers and enviroomen-

, taJi.oJtsargue saIty water from
. methane weliH l~aJlharm cropti
: und da.mage waterways.

"I don't know how to rClJpoDd,~
: Mark Gordon, chairman of the
: conodl, said, "1 don't want to lake

it as Qpolitical il!l8Ue,because fm
, not IIUI1!it is.-

FreudMthfll !laid the letter
: hltd nothing to do with the rule-
. making debate.
. "']'hl:1iSR.\1Crevo1vos around
: the fact that they Iilway& want
: more stliff," Freudenthal ~aid.
: "My quostion it/, how did they
, (Indup with a separate budget"
, I tihouJdn't have to fund buth
: the agency and Lhu!!taff that's: thcro."
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