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Governor
questions
fund need

" (GILLETTE (AP) - Gov. Dave
' Freudenthal has questioned
. whether the Environmental
" Quality Council should receive
. direct funding tor personnel.

Bul dismissed as “spend-
ing too much time looking for
spuoks in the night” the sugpes-
tion his question was part of a
dispute about water-quality
regulations.

The Environmental Quality
Council is authorized to employ
three people and given about
$600,000 for operational expens-
ey, including secretarial help.

In a Dec. 10 letter to state Sen.
Philip Nicholas, R-Laramie, and
state Rep. Frunk Philp, R-Sho-
shoni, the incoming chairmen
of their respective appropria-
tions commitiees, Freudenthal
gaid the Environmental Quality
Act was never moant to give the
council its own staff.

He #aid the council should
instead got support from the
Department ol Environmental
Quality.

Freudenthal and Attorney
General Pat Crank have said the

" Environmental Quality Council
- ghould reconsider its decision to
" hold n hearing Jan. 17-18 to con-
sider propused rules governing
. cnal-bed mothane water,
*  Ranchers and environmen-
" {alists argue salty water from
- methane wells can harm crops
. und damage waterways.
“I don't know how to respond,”
« Murk Gordon, chairman of the
. coundil, suid, “Idon't want Lo take
it as a political issue, because I'm
. notsureitis.”
+ Freudenthal said the letter
" had nothing Lo do with the rule-
+ making debate.
. “The issuc revolves around
© the fact that they always want
. more slaff,” Freudenthal puid.
- “My question iy, how did they
ond up with a separate budget?
' T shouldn't have to fund both
- the agency and Lhe staff that's
! there”




