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AHoachment # 2

Subject: Tell BLM Director Abbey to Protect Adobe Town from Drilling!

We need your help to halt new drilling threats in the pristine wilderness
of Adobe Town. Even in areas that the BLM itself has evaluated to
possess wilderness character, wells, access roads, and pipelines are
being permitted today with minimal environmental review. This is
happening with the "Desolation Road" project in northern Adobe Town as
well as in the "Barricade Unit" at the foot of the Skull Creek Rim.

You can help protect Adobe Town by
altering BLM National Director Bob Abbey!

In the heart of the southern Red Desert, Adobe Town is a geological
wonderland of pillars, buttes, badlands, natural arches, and canyons.
Wild horses course across its sagebrush deserts, sage grouse find
breeding and nesting habitats, and birds of prey nest on the cliffs and

pinnacles. This is a fragile landscape
receiving 5 inches of rainfall a year, an
scars on the land can take more than a
century to heal.

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=9f6fafc1c& view=pt&search=inbox&th=128d4b2... 5/26/2010



Adobe Town's Signature Landscapes

The Haystacks The Skull Creek Rim

Rising one thousand feet above the The thousand-fool palisades of the Skull
surmounding desert, The Hayslacks are a  Creek Rim present the geclogic wonders
broad arc of deeply dissecled badlands  of Adobe Town at a magnificent scale.
that form the northern extension of the Here, Ihe lolty promontories descend
Adobe Town Rim. Loosely wooded in hrough badlands banded in pinks and
juniper, the many ravines and ridges of reds o the vast and emply deser floor
this area offer habitat to and abundance  below. Atop the rims, there Is easy

ol wildiite from mule deer to mouniain traveling through eerily eroded boulders
liong, This area is in “checkerboard” and among sand dunes stabilized by
land ownership, with avery other square  sagebrush and prickly pears, it in the

in public ownership, dating back to tho early summer by the tiny blossoms of
raliroad land grani of the 1860s. Check  wildiowors.

with the Bureau of Land Management
about current access rules.

Mist sattles over Skull Craak Rim
The Willow Creek Badlands

; Along the easlem edge of Adobe Town
Mmhrmmghwmmwu aro the Wilow Croak Bad e
The Adobe Town Rim buttes and small canyons of dun colored

One o the lower rims in Adobe Town, sandstone guard tha dry wash of Wilow
4 1¢ [ e Wl i iont Creck. The lall clifs of the Willow Greek

Wﬁ!‘ of geological faatures. Rim riso to the west of the creek.
Arches, window rocks, and mazes of
pinnacles characlerize this area, which m““;"
ahows off the varlety and rare beauty that 1 (€ S0 g °°"'| m';'ﬁ““‘“’:::“
makes Aobs Town famous, Powder Rim defines the southem
boundary of Adobe Town. Robed in
some of the largest juniper woodlands
In Wyoming, this unique and wildiife-rich
area Is home to nine of Wyoming's rare
juniper-obligate songbirds, including the
Scolt's oricle and juniper titmouse. The
Peition Elk Herd, one of Wyoming's
law desen olk hards, makes ils home
here, and there is cruclal winter ranga

lor pranghom antelope and mule deer.
fot e awmm:ra of the uzo:‘uu Rim,
Thassa striting spires are found on | o carved ¢ badlands
Adooe Town Rum ideal for exploration on foot,

Recreation in Adobe Town
Mobs‘l‘ownhomo‘lhﬂodbuarramw |

mMnbonhmauymuﬂypla:ahw'adomwnnmﬂ
homseback riders can enjoy a long day's ride without crossing a major road, Wikdiife
viewing Is superb throughout the area, and hunting for pronghom and mule deer Is

Ajeep trall lollows the Adobe Town Rim
the northwestarm bounduy u IM m

some of the most apeelnml«v lamllom
wildemess

impressive landscapes.

Today the Adobe Town Wilderness is only a vision.

But you can help make this vision a reality.

The Red Desert Is currently experiencing unprecedented levels of industrial ac-
tivity. In the southern Red Dasert, existing or lplanmd oil and gas fields strelch
across the entire breadth of the desm, gobbling up millions of acres of public
lands and leaving scant habilat for native wildlie. In light of the massive scale of
drilling and road construction, it would be wise to set aside at least a few of our
most outsia natural areas, like Adobe Town, the Jack Morrow Hills, and tho
Kinnay Rim for the benafit of wildlife and public recreation.

Over hall of the potontial wildemess in Adobe Town is
currently open to oil and gas drilling. Twenly years ago,
all of it was open to drilling, but the BLM established tho
Adobe Town Wildemass Study Area for a litlla less than |
hall of the qudllyhn lands; aventually the pra-existing oil
and gas leases that covered most of this area expired.
Bu'l even these protecti ufm be wnnou_g\o
. i g
day, “the BLM ahnuid expand protections to Inclue all
of the wilderness quality lands in Adobe Town, including
kay parts of the Powder Rim and remote llats at the baso
of the Skull Creek Rim, which form the scenic backdrop ™
for so rnu'r: of Adobe Town's breathtaking views. And the LS. Congress should
sel aside all 180,910 acres ol Adobe Town to protect its wildermess qualities.

With sirong public support, we can protect the pristine landscapes of Adobe Tawn,

so future generations will be able lo enjoy the same awe-inspiring vistas and abun-

dant wildlile thal we have today. This will I.ulm decisive action by Ihn Buraau ol
Land Management to provide interim p It will take

of our G fo establish the Ionq-hsllng W&Gﬂu‘l& that

this special part of the Red Desort deserves.

Getting There From the douth, ke Wyoming Highway
ILiakos abodt an hour and a half to roach 7% o Colorado Highway 13 toward Baggs,
Adabe Town from the Bittor Crook Exit s N“m“"‘m*‘ﬂ"’“m e deaaton b
{Exit 142) on Interstate 80, Follow the Bitter paved County Fioad 4 for about 20 milos.

Croek Road (County 19) south for seven
‘The pavement runs out at the olilield camp
milos o cross tho Union Pacific rallosd, o pawar Washy; hera, drive north on

then bear left and continue south on Gounty
13, olang sne o e Evaolo ench: e Al o 13 o Youwi
tho Cow Crook

Driva Irough the ranch, laking the lef fork Rmh.Tmmomlmmrmmm

In the road, and go 1.8 milas to a socond for the Skoll Rin

:

Oounrf%adism;mh your right Croak {totlowing
1, but slay laft on the unmarked tha directions above), or continue north for

tha BLM
another B miles, whera the next major right
road for 3.4 milos 1o raach a junction. Turm—y540'2 6 milas 1o the Adoba Town Rim.

Town Rim. Or continua straight ahoad for High

;nu&nmrrmm;m 1o gat around o mostf o oap s in

bo soan ahoad, Follow this road for 1.4 10 Aobo Tawn asoa, aliiough the gravel

milos fo s ond al an abandoned drling  [°71% 179 SUADKE Jor Mot BASSOGOr G

pad: Joop tras run north and east fom s Lot e Cle o e ven

Pad o the Skull Greek Rim. the maln county roads becomo impas:
quwnm Wise travelars wait for dry road
conditions biefor altempling to drive olt
paved roads in this area.
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