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Dear Mr. Hults:
. .

I wish to extend my appreciation to the Wyomlnl Department of Environmental Quality- LandQuality
Divisionand"members of the Wyoming Mloini AssocIationfor their hard work over the last five years In
bringinl the proposed rule changes for vegetation samphnl and determination of reclamation success
as p~rtof RulePeckaBe1-5. Thanks10 alsoto the EnvironmentalQualityCOuncilfor.allowl". me to
comment on these proposed rules. Asa lonl-term member of the vesetatlon consultln. community in
Wyomlns, I"havewatched this revision process over the last several years andunderstandwell the
dynamicsand discussionthat hasoccurred! Isubmitthe followinlas comments:

. .

1) GeneralComMenton FlexibilityIn""'-5Imptl"l NqotIlltlons

Althoush phrase~ such as "willbe determined by the Admlnlstriltor"or "'asapproved by the
Admlnlstrato"" have been pirt of the curreJ)t rules and regulations, It 15my desire that

continued flexl~lIitybe allowed durlnllmplementation Ofthe proposed .rulesand regulations.
Working with the WOEQprior to Initiation of fieldwork evaluations.has been historically
beOeficlalto m.. However,basedon exlstln. permitconditionsand site specificnature of each

. miningoperation, as"wellas reslonaldifferences,continuedflexibilitybythe WDEQ.LQDmust
be part of the j:)re-samplln, nesotlatlons.

Z) Inclusion of StlIsoItItro,,,, Ind ICGdtItIa,.rItI within the Definition of SpedISl8ckI"l
- CredftabfeV.fuI(pa..lrof149T -- -- u - - ..~ - -. - - -

So/sola tragus and KochloscoPQr;oare,both listed under this definition. These tWospecies are
quite commo.n withIn recently seeded areas and can often be controlled durinl the first two
growl.. seasons, ifnecessary,bymechanicalmeans. Inaddition,both often crowdthemselves
out after two growinaseasons. They provfde valuable "mulchlnl" effects for more desirable
perennIal plants during those early years. Their nstlng under this deflnltlon Is unnecessary, in.
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my mind, as both are short-lived and would likelynot be present during any submittal for final
bond release. In addition, no restriction on seed quality 15present for these two species within
the State of Wyoming Department of Agrlcultute Chapter 51.

3) Inclusion of Bromus tectorum and Bromusjllponl,us within the Definition of Species lackln.
Creditable Value (page 37 of 141)

Flexibilityin negotiation with the WDEQ-LQDon Issues pertaining to Bromus tectorum,
cheatgrass, and Bromus japonicus, Japanesebrome, are essential for the following reasons:

a) Degraded pre-mine vegetation communities exist throushout the mining regions of
Wyomingthat often contain such species;

b) Salvaged topsoil from such communities willcontain plant seed;
c) Both species are considered "regulated weeds" ONLYunder the Wyoming Department of

Agriculture Chapter S1 regulations pertaining to seed, I.e., not considered Prohibited
Noxiousand Restricted Noxious;

d} Per"c"above,seed qualityinthe StateofWyomingdoes notexcludeseedcontamination
by cheatgrass or Japanese brame, both of which are allowed up to 1200 seeds per pound;

e) The two plants listed above are not currently on the state list of desilnated and prohibited
noxious weedsunder the Weedand PestCOntrolActj
and,

f) Resulting seeded plant communities, defined and described by cover esttmates, willoften
reflectsuchtopsoiland seed contamination,especiallyIndroughtyears.

4) Number of Silmpll"l V.an for Bond Release

The current revised regulations (8-28-2008, page 107 of 149) state that the requirements for
cover, production and species diversitymust be met for "tWo out of four yearsbeginningno
500ner' than year' eight of the bond responSibilityperiod". It Isunclear whether this means two
consecutive years for all parameters. This should be clarified and flexibility instilled that allows
an operator In consultation with WDEQ-LQDto utilize differingyears' cover, production, and
species diversity and composition data.

Once again, thank you for your consideration of mycomments.

Brenda K.Schladweller, Ph.d
BIeSENVIRONMENTALASSOCIATES,INC.


