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E F D80rely
STATE OF WYOMING mironmental Quaity Copgloy
IN THE MATTER OF THE BOND )
FORFEITURE PROCEEDINGS )
AGAINST THE BOND OF ) Docket No. 13-4501
WOLVERINE OPERATIONS, LLC )
1240ET - LIMITED MINING OPERATION )

MOTION FOR BOND FORFEITURE
The Department of Environmental Quality, Land Quality Division, through the
Office of the Attorney General, hereby moves the Environmental Quality Council for an
order forfeiting Wolverine Operations, LLC's cash reclamation performance bond and as
grounds for this motion states the following: |
1. Wolverine holds permit number 1240ET authorizing it to operate a limited scoria
mining operation in Section 28, T55N, R78W in Sheridan County, Wyoming. See
Exhibit A.
2. Wolverine posted a cash reclamation performance bond for the purpose of
assuring reclamation of the mining site in the amount of $4,000.00. See Exhibit B.
3. Wolverine has failed to demonstrate active mining status and no site-reclamation
activity has been observed or reported.
4. The DEQ has not received an annual report from Wolverine since March 8, 2005.
5. Wolverine failed to respond to numerous communications from DEQ requesting

information regarding the status of Wolverine's small mining operation.




10.

11.

12.

The DEQ issued Notice of Violation (NOV) No. 5061-12 to Wolverine on
Décember 3, 2012, due to Wolverine's failure to reclaim the mining site. See
Exhibit C. |

Based on these facts, the DEQ determined Wolverine's cash reclamation
performance bond should be forfeited.

The Council approved the DEQ's request to initiate bond forfeiture proceedings
against Wolverine on March 14, 2013. See Exhibit D.

On May 6, 2013, the DEQ requested that the Office of the Attorney General begin
bond forfeiture proceedings. See Exhibit E.

On May 29, 2013, the Office of the Attorney General sent notice to Wolverine by
certified mail that the Council would enter an order forfeiting Wolverine's cash
reclamation perfonnénce bond unless Wolverine demanded a hearing before the
Council within thirty (30) days. See Exhibit F.

Wolverine received the notice on or about June 6, 2013 and Wolverine's registered
agent receive the notice on or about May 30, 2013. See Exhibit G.

Neither the Office of the Attorney General nor the Council has a record of a
request for a hearing before the Council from Wolverine.

WYO. STAT. ANN. § 35-11-421(D) states that if no demand is made by the operator

within thirty (30) days of receipt of the notice, then the Council shall order the

bond forfeited.
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14. Based on the foregoing facts, the DEQ and the Attorney General's Office have
satisfied all statutory prerequisites to the forfeiture of Wolverine's cash
reclamation performance bond, and the Council should order Wolverine's bond
forfeited.

WHEREFORE, the DEQ respectfully requests that the Council enter an order
forfeiting Wolverine's $4,000.00 cash reclamation performance bond to the DEQ to be
used to reclaim those lands affected by Wolverine's activities under permit number

1240ET.

DATED this i day of June, 2013.

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
LAND QUALITY DIVISION

Matthias L. Sayer
Assistant Attorney General
123 Capitol Building
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002
(307) 777-6946
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, hereby certffy that on this g'day of May, 2013, I served a true copy of the

foregoing Motion and draft Order for Bond Forfeiture as follows:

Wolverine Operations, LLC [X] U.S. Mail, postage prepaid
1905 Abbott Rd. Suite 1 [ 1Facsimile
East Lansing, MI 48823 [ ]Hand Delivery

Freudenthal & Bonds, P.C.
129 E. Carlson St.
Cheyenne, WY 82009

AN~
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ED MINING OPERATIONS
S

NOTIFICATION AND SUR

(ACE OWNER CONSENT FOR LI
%50 known as TEN ACRE EXEMPT

Under the Wyoming Environmental Quality Act W.S. § 35-11-401(e)(vi), this form may be used only for mining SAND, GRAVEL, SCORIA,
LIMESTONE, DOLOMITE, SHALE, BALLAST or FELDSPAR. The cummulative affected lands may not exceed ten (10) acres.
1. Location of lands affected by the mining operation.

A. Pitand stockpile and equipment storage areas: enter quarter-quarter or equivalent description.

SEINWE (Lot 2) ,Section__28 ,T._55 N,R._78 W., Acres__ 1.0
_SWiNWi (Lot 2) ,Section_ 28 ,T. 55 N,R. 78 W., Acres 2.0
,Section , T. N, R. W., Acres

B. Haul and access roads: list those portions of newly constructed or upgraded private roads which prov1de exclusive service to the
mining operatjon.

NWiNW: (Tract 81) JSection 28 JT. 55 N,R_78 W., Acres  -35
SWEiNWE (Tract 81) Section_ 28 ,T. 55 N,R.__ 78 W., Acres__ .55
SEiNW: (Lot 2) ,Section__28 ,T. 55 N,R._78 W., Acres___, 10
C. All listed lands occur in _ Sheridan County, WY and the TOTAL ACRES are 4.00

2. Listall operators defined in W.S. § 35-11-103(e)(ix) as “... any person engaged in mining...or who acts as an agent or independent contractor,....
in the conduct of mining operations.”

A, Applicant for Limited Mining Operation B, Operator (if different from applicani)
Wolverine Operations, LLC Same o
(individual or company name) (individual or company name) A
P.0.Box 1118 - | . &

B
Buffalo., WY 82834 o

. YA Y .
(mailing address) {mailing address) \
i
307-684-0311, fax: 307-684-0313
(area code and telephone number and fax number) {area code and telephone number and fax numb

Wavne Fisher

{name of agent) {name of agent)

LLC

(type of entity: Corp, LLC, joint venture, partnership, etc.) {type of entity: Corp, LLC, joint venture, partnership, etc.)

3. Description of affected lands and mining operation.

A. The mineral to be mined is Scroia L and mineral ownership is _ Frivate
{type) (private, state, federal)

B. The mining operation will begin on  February, 2003 and is projected to last until February, 2005
{month & year) {month & year)

C. The mining operations will include 1) removing and stockpiling all topsoil with a dozer, scraper or similar equipment 2) removing and
stockpiling overburden with a dozer, scraper or similar equipment 3) removing and processing and stockpiling the mineral 4) hauling ithe
processed mineral 5} backfilling stockpiled overburden and unused mineral, regrading and contouring and retopsoiling and reseeding|all
affected lands.

D. The premining and postmining land uses are grazing and wildlife habitat.

E. The maximum depth of mining willbe 25 feet and the estimated depth to groundwater at the pit is 160 feet.

4. A Reclamation Performance Bond in the amount of §__4,000.00 calculated at the rate of $1,000 per acre for the total acres listed
in L.C, above, Thebondis _ CASH

{C.D. No., Surety Bond No., Letter of Credit No.)

5. Under penalties of perjury, we declare that we have examined this notification and consent and the information contained herein, and
to the best of our knowledge it is true, correct and complete, and that the location of the proposed operation is accurately shown on the
orlgma] U.S8.G.S. quadrangle map accompanying this consent, and this Ten Acre Exemption will not be used in conjunction with any
other adjacent Ten Acre Exemption to circumvent the permitting requirements of the Act. Further, it is agreed that the reclamation

of the lands affected by thie mining operation shall be in compliance with applicable Land Quality Division (LQD) Rules and Regulations
and that we have the right to mine the minerals.

6. We, the surface owner and lessee and operator, are aware that tle LQD may conduct inspections of the operation and by our signatures

below we give-pur eghgent to the conduct of such inspections.
% May 5, 2003 \_,O/L@O May 5, 2003

signature of su@c’ owner and date signalure of applicant and date
Little Ranch Company, Inc. Phil Little Chris Hogle
print or type name of surface owner print or type name of apnlicant
P.0.Box 163, Leiter, WY 82837 N/A
signature of surface lessee and date
307-758-4494 N/A
print or type address and phone no. of surface owner print or type name of surface lessee

MAKE NO ENTRIES-——-FOR LQD USE ON

TEN No. 4 X/c<f

Permit No._ldwn 1" Ap

District 2 . 7
ST RT, Approval date:__NAgoy [T HOOZ

Form 10 EXHIBIT J‘ ’ -

Rev: 01/02 A
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7.5 Minute Series (Topographic) Wolverine Operatioms, LL ‘%%‘ "
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Operator: Agent:
N Wolverine Operations Wayne Fisher

P.0.Box 1118
Buffalc, WY 82834

500 W. Lott S5t.
Buffalo, WY 82834

EXHIBIT FOR SCORIA PIT
CLIENT: WOLVERINE OPERATIONS, LLC

LOCATION: SECTION 28, T55N, R78W,
ETH P.M., SHERIDAN COUNTY, WYOMING.
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Department of Environmental Quality

7o protect, conserve and enhance the quality of Wyoming's
environment for the benefit of current and future generations.

Maithew H, Mead, Governor John Corra, Director

September 25, 2012

CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED # 7010 0780 0000 4621 3568

Wolverine Operations, LLC
1905 Abbot, Suite |
East Lansing, Michigan 48823

RE: Notice of Violation, Docket No. 5061-12
[240ET, Welverine Operations, LL.C

To Whorm [t May Concern:

Enclosed you will find a Notice of Violation issued under the provisions of W.S. §35-11-701(c).
The Notice of Violation is based on inspections conducted by Mr. Don Crecelius on July 17,
2012. The violation is for failure to reclaim mining disturbance from your scoria operation in
Sheridan County, WY.

The LQD is attempting to resolve this issue without further enforcement action, and requires that
you contact Mr. Mark Rogaczewski, LQD District I] Supervisor at 307-675-5616 within fifteen
(15) days of receipt of this letter to schedule a meeting to resolve this enforcement action.
Should resolution of this enforcement action be reached as a result of this meeting, a Settlement
Agreement will be signed by both parties.

Should you have any questions, please contact Don Crecelius at 307-675-5614.

Respectfully, ,
;
. /’/
y 7 s # { 7
ya JM’. . Aeier / e ./f"f,'?(z i
John V. €orra Nancy Nuttbrock
Direc Adminisfrator
Department of Environmental Quality Land Quality Division

Enciosures:  Notice of Violation

cer Mark Rogaczewski, LOD, District III
Wolverine Operations, P.O Box 1118, Buffalo, WY 82834 - CERTIFIED MAIL,

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED # 7010 0780 06000 4621 3575

Herschier Building - 122 West 25th Street - Cheyenne, WY 82002 - http://deq.state. wy.us
AUMINIOUTREACH ASANDONED MINES AR QUALITY  INDUSTRIAL SITING  LAND QUALITY SOLID & HAZ. WASTE ~ WATER QUALITY . -
(307) 777-7758 (307} 7775145 {367) 777-7331 (307) 777-7368 (307) 777-7756 {307) 7777752 {307) TT7-1781 jr)
I N -

FAX 7T7-7682 FAX 7776482 FAX T77-5616 FAX TT7-6937 FAX 777-5864 FAX 777-5973 FAX T77-5973




DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

STATE OF WYOMING
NCTICE OF VIOLATION
iN THE MATTER OF THE NOTICE OF )
VIOLATION ISSUED TO
WOLVERINE OPERATIONS, LLC DOCKET NO. 5061-12
1905 ABBOT, SUITE 1 )
EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN 48823 )
1240ET ~ LIMITED MINING OPERATION )

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

i. Notice of Violation (NOV) is being sent to you pursuant to Wyoming Statute §35-11-
701{cXi) which requires that a written notice shall be issued in the case of failure to
cotrect or remedy an alleged violation.

2. The Department of Environmental Quality, Land Quality Division Noncoal Rules and
Regulations Chapter 10, Section 4(a) states that “After mining operations have ceased or
within thirty {30) days after the abendonment of the mining operation, the operator shalt
notify the Administrator of such fzet and commence reclamation and restoration.”

3. During his inspection performed on July 17, 2012, Mr. Don Crecelius documented that
the operation has been abandoned for several years. The landowner, Mr. Phil Little,
confirmed the site is abandoned.

4. Wyoming Statute §35-11-801(a) provides that any person who viclates any provision of
the Environmental Quality Act or any rule, standard, permit, license or variance adopted
hereunder is liable to 2 penalty of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) for each day of
vielation, which penalty may be recovered in a civil action brought by the Attomey
Generzl in the name of the People of the State of Wyoming,

NOTEING IN THE NOTICE shai] be interpreted to in any way limit or contravene any other
remedy available under the Environmental Quality Act, nor shall this NOV be interpreted as
being a condition precedent io any other enforcement action.

SIGNED this_& & day of < émfeméuf , 2012

) B
o v 2

Departrnent of Environmental Quality Land Quality Division

Please direct all inquiries regarding this Notice of Violation to Mr. Mark Rogaczewski, District
IIT Supervisor, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality/Land Quality Division, 2100
West 5™ Street, Sheridan, WY, 82801

cer Mark Rogaczewski, LQD
Wolvetine Operations, LLC, P.O. Box 1118, Buffalo, WY 82834
file, 1240ET




Department of Environmental Quality

To protect, conserve and enhance the quality of Wyoming’s

environment for the benefit of current and future generations.

Matthew H. Mead, Governor 12 s Todd Parfitt, Directoy
MEMORANDUM ol
FILE D

TO: Environmental Quality Counci .
ﬂ MAR 14 203
FROM; Todd Parfitt — DEQ Director * . , )
Jim Ruby, Executive Secretary

Environmental Quality i
DATE: February 1, 2013 niar Quaiity Coungil

RE: Bond Forfeiture Recommendation — Wolverine Operations, LLC, Limited
Mining Operations No. 1240ET

Aitached is information relating to the failure of Wolverine Operations, LLC, to reclaim lands
affected by mining under the above-referenced Limited Mining Operation Notification,

I have determined that the bond for this Limited Mining Operation should be forfeited. Since
this is a voluntary forfeiture, it is requested that the Council approve this request as a final
action.

Should you have any questions, please contact Don Crecelius, LQD District [IL

xc;  Nancy Nuttbrock — LQD Administrator
Mark Rogaczewski — LQD District Il Supervisor

Attachments: Notice of Vieolation, Docket No. 3061-12

Niedn 1,90 ol L

Date Approved
Chairman, Environmental Quality Council

EXHIBH

D

" Herschler Building + 122 West 25th Street - Cheyenne, WY 82002 - hitp://deq.state.wy.us

ADMIN/OUTREACH ABANDONED MINES AR QUALITY  INDUSTREAL SFTING  LAND QUALITY SOLID & HAZ. WASTE  WATER QUALITY
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Department of Environmental Quality

To protect, conserve and enhance the quality of Wyoming’s .

environment for the benefit of current and future generations. ,

Matihew H. Mead, Governor Todd Parfitt, Difector

MEMORANDUM

. t WYORGNG ATTOR
TO: Attomey General's Office GENERAL GFFICE. SonA

FROM: Todd Parfitt, Director - Department of Environmental Quality

DATE: May 6, 2013

SUBJECT: Bond Forfeiture — Wolverine Operations, LLC, 1240ET

On March 14, 2013, the Environmental Quality Council gave its approval for the Director to make
formal request of the attorney general to begin bond forfeiture proceedings for permit no. 1240ET.

This memorandum serves as that formal request. Please begin forfeiture proceedings of the bond
for permit no.1240ET in accordance with Wyo. Stat. Aan. § 35-11-421(b).

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Rogaczewski, Land Quality Division, Sheridan
office.

Director
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality

cC: District I

Herschler Building - 122 West 25th Street - Cheyenne, WY 82002 - hitp://deq.state.wy-us

ADMIN/OUTREACH ABANDONED MINES AIR QUALITY INDUSTRIAL SITING  LAND QUALITY SOLID & HAZ. WASTE  WATER QUALITY
(307) 777-7758 {307} 777-6145 (307 777-7139 (307) 777-7369 (307)777-7756 {307} 777-7752 (3073 777-7T781
FAX 717-7582 FAX 777-6462 FAX 777-5616 FAX TTT-5973 FAX 7775864 TAX 777-5973 FAX 777-5973



Office of the 1‘111 ey General

Govermor Water and Natural Resources Division Chief Deputy Attorney General
Matthew H. Mead 123 State Capitol ' Peter K. Michael
Cheyenne, Wyoming 852002
Artorney General 307-777-6946 Telephone Division Deputy
Gregory A. Phillips 307-777-3542 Fax Jay A, Jexrde

Meay 29, 2013

CERTIFIED MATL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Wolverine Operations, LLC
1905 Abbott Rd

Suite 1

East Lansing, MI 48823

PO Box 1118
Buffalo, WY 82834

Freudenthal & Bonds, P.C.
129 E Carlson St.
Cheyenne, WY 82009

RE: Notice of Proposed Bond Ferfeiture for Limited Mining Operation 1240ET;
Notice of Violation No. S061-12

To Wolverine Operations, LLC:
On December 3, 2012, the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Land

Quality Division issued Notice of Violation No. 5061-12 to Wolverine Operations, LLC alleging
that Wolverine had abandoned its mining operations without completing reclamation in violation




of DEQ Land Quality Division Noncoal Rules and Regulations Chapter 10, Section 5(a). On
Mearch 14, 2013, the DEQ requested and received the Wyoming Fnvironmental Quality
Council’s (EQC) approval to request that the Attorney General's Office initiate bond forfeiture
proceedings pursuant to Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 35-11-421(a).

The DEQ now seeks an order from the EQC to forfeit Wolverine's reclamation
performance cash bond (check no. 89085) in the amount of $4,000.00. If the bond is forfeited,
the DEQ will use the proceeds to reclaim the mine site located in Sheridan County, Wyorming.

Pursuant to Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 35-11-421(b), the Wyoming Attorney General's Office is
hereby notifying you that the EQC will order the bond forfeited unless you make a written
demand for & hearing to the EQC within thirty (30) days after receiving this notice.

If you have any questions concerning these proceedings, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

U \p%/

Matthias L. Sayer
Assistant Attorney General

cc:  Nancy Nuttbrock
file

joe]
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