Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
Adobetown Tour

August 28, 2007 FILED

9:00 Rock Springs Airport, General Aviation
East on I 80 to Bitter Creek turnoff (mile marker 139.5) AUG 2 8 2007
South on Cnty. road 4-19 to Bitter Creek , :
Continue south on 4-19 to BLM road 4411 Egg;;gnge;g;}efgggmf i
East on 4411 to Basic pit road
South on two track to Haystacks overlook
Return west via 4411 to 4-19
South on 4-19 to 4412 thru Eversole Ranch
South on 4412 3.7 miles to two track, east to Adobetown Rim
Lunch (?)
Return to 4412 then south 7.7 miles to two track
East to Skull Creek Rim
Return to 4412
South on 4412 to Powder Rim
North east to Powder Mountain Overlook ( this road is rough )
And/Or Proceed south to Powder Wash
Proceed west at Powder Wash to Wyoming Highway 430
North on 430 to Rock Springs
Upon reaching Rock Springs turn left thru the Canyon Court Trailer Park
Follow Highway 430 signs to
Rock Springs Belt Route  Left to west side of town (Holiday Inn)
Right to east and north side of town
(Outlaw Inn)

Please be careful. There are no restrooms, gas stations or services on this
route. There are washed out roads, steep grades, sometimes heavy (by
weight) traffic, no shoulders on roads, sand and sometimes mud. These roads
are impassable when wet. There are very limited points of egress.

There are rattlesnakes. Watch where you put your hands and feet.

From I 80 south for about 35 miles we will be on the “checker board”. About
half the land is private and managed by the Rock Springs Grazing
Association. Much of the rest is public land managed by the BLM.

Prepared by Don Hartley on August 26, 2007.



Adobe Town’s Signature Landscapes

The Haysiacks

Rising one thousand feet above the
sumounding deserl, The Haystacks are a
broad arc of deeply dissected badlands
that form the northem extenslon of the
Adobe Town Rim, Loosely wooded in
juniper, the many ravines and ridges of
this area ofifer habitat to and abundance
of wildlife from mule dear to mountain
lions. This awea is in “checkerboard”
Tand ownership, with every other square
in public owmnership, daling back to the
railroad land granis of the 1860s. Check

The Skull Creek Rim

The thousand-foot pafisades of the Skull
Creek Rim present the geologic wonders
of Adobe Town at a magnificent scale.
Here, the lolty promonlories descend
ihrough badiands banded in pinks and
reds to the vast and emply desert floor
below. Atop ihe rims, there is easy
traveling through eerily eroded boulders
and among sand dunes stabilized by
sagebrush and prickly pears, fitin the
early summer by the tiny blossoms of
wildflowers.

with the B! of Lan A
about current access rules.

Junipars in The Haystacks glow in the sunset

KA Driesit

Mist setiles over Skull Creek Rim

The Willow Creek Badlands
Along the eastern adge of Adobe Town
are the Willow Greek Badlands, where

Today the Adobe Town Wilderness is only a vision.

But you can help make this vision a reality.

The Red Desert is currently experiencing unprecedented levels of industrial ac-
tivity. In the southem Red Desen, existing or planned oil and gas fields straich
across the entire breadth of the desert, gobbling up millions of acres of public
lands and leaving scant habitat for riative wildlife. In light of the massive scale of
drilling and road construction, it would be wise to set aside al least a few of our
most outstanding natural areas, like Adobe Town, the Jack Morrow Hills, and the
Kinney Rim for the benefit of wildife and public recreation.

Over half of the potential wildemess in Adobe Town is e
currently open to oil and gas drilling. Twenly years ago, |
all of it was open to drilling, but the BLM established the
Adoba Town Wildemess Study Area for a little less than |
half of the qualifying lands; eveniually the pre-existing oil |

and gas leases thal covered most of this area expired. |
But even these p ions eould be d without the
Congressional protection of wildemess designation. To-
day, the BLM should expand protections to include all
of the wildemness qualily lands in Adobe Town, including
key parts of the Powder Rim and remote flats at the base
of the Skull Creek Rim, which form the scenic backdrop -

for so many of Adobe Town's breathtaking views. And the U.S. Congre
set aside all 180,910 acres of Adobe Town to protect its wildemess qua

With strong public support, we can protect the pristine landscapes of Adobe Town,
so fulure generatians will be able to enjoy the same awe-inspiring vistas and abun-
dant wildlife that we have today, This will take decisive action by the Bureau of
Land Management to provide Interim protection, It will take foresight and wisdom
of our onal representatives to establish the long-lasting proteciions that
this special part of the Red Desert deserves,
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makes Adobe Town famous,

the Wyoming-Colorado border, the
Powder Rim defines the southern
boundary of Adobe Town, Robed in
some of the largest juniper woodlands

19, following signs for tha Eversole Ranch.
The ranch is about 27 miles from 1-80 exit.
Drive through the ranch, taking the laft fork
in the road, and go 1.8 miles to a second

County Road 62, staying left at the major
junctions. After about 17 miles, you will
drive: through the abandonad Cow Greel
Ranch. Take the naxt major gravel road to
your right for the Skull Creek Rim {following

in Wyoming, this unique and wildlile-rich function. County Road 19 baars away 10 i iraciions above), or confinue narth for
area Is home to nine of Wyoming's rare “'3“ ;f‘ stay :*g:cll:‘: m‘ai:n‘eedﬂ%‘hd anather 8 milas, whera the next major right
juniper-obligate songbirds, including the oa for, 34 mhes Jing leads 2.5 miles to the Adobe Town Rim.

Scott's oriole and juniper filmouse. The
Petition Elk Herd, one of Wyoming's
few desert elk hards, makes ils home
here, and there Is crucial winter range
for pronghorn antelope and mule deer.
Along the base of the Powder Rim,

laft hera to travel 2.5 miles 1o the Adobe
Town Rim. Or continue straight ahead for
another 8 miles or so, and turn lefton a
gravel road when an abandoned ranch can
be seen ahead. Follow this road for 1.4
miles to its end at an abandoned drilling
pack; jsep tralls run north and east from this

High-gl hicles are required
to get around on most of the jeep Frails in
the Adobe Town area, although the gravel
roads are sullable for most passenger cars
in dry weather. All roads in this area have a
high clay content, and in wet weather, even

These striking spires are found on the erosion has carved colorful badlands pad to the Skull Greak Rim. {he main county roads bagome im+  ~bla
Adobe Town Rim ideal for exploration on foot. quagmires. Wise travelers wait fc ad
conglitions befora attempting fo di
Current Wikleress paved roads in this area.
Recreation in Adobe Town Sty Arse Boundary | To (784, b To Ruwlins -
Adabe Town is one of the Red Desert's most important recreation destinations. Hon-faderal lands or federal lands o
outslde proposed wilderness o

Ideal for shoit day hikes or extended

backpacks, the open sagebrush of this area

allows unlimited off-irail hiking oplions, bounded only by the architecture of cliffs and
pinnacles. Adobe Town is really the only place in Wyoming's desert basins where
harseback riders can enjoy a long day's ride without crossing a major road. Wildlife
viewing is superb throughout the area, and hunting for pranghomn and mule deer is

also oulstanding,

Adobe Towr offers a true wild

A good top

P phic map, comg
and cross-country navigation skills are a must, as the only trails were macla by the
wild horses, and there are no signs along the way, Watar supplies are few and far

All photos courtesy of Erik Molvar, BGA, unless otherwise noled.

between, so carry a full supply for your irip when you go. |
Biodiversity Consarvation Alllance sesks an open public debate  Biodiversity Conservation Alliance
A jeap rail follows the Adobe Town Rim along on the Adobe Town wildemess proposal and the broader concept  is a 501{c)(3) nonprofit membership _,;',.;'v':.r':}
the 1 of the d of a Aed Desert MNational Conservation Area. We are working to  organization dedicated to p LT (7
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s of the most spectacular formations. . Ulimalely, we would fike to see h be sent o help protect Adobs Town, =) « . &
lowing wililerness designation, this area § Area units established in the Jack Morow Hills and in the south-  Contact us al (307) 742-7978, orwrite -1~

will cantinue: to provide easy access for small em Red Desert, with an Adabe Town wildemess area as one of 1o B Conservation Alliance, %,
children, the eldery, and even wheelchair- the key centerpieces, We urge psople in Wyoming, in the Rocky  P.O, Box 1512, Laramie, WY 82073, “EHGT
bound visitors to some of Adobe Town's most Mauntain ragion, and throughout the nation who love wikd deserds  Visit our website at
impressive landscapes, to join us in this important campaign. www.vaiceforthewild.org.




