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Members of the Environmental Quality Council:

In rc~pon$Cto 0 notice recently received from the Environmental Quality Council(EQC),we wish to

formally record several additional objections to the further consideration of this petition. We object to
the further consideration of this petition on the followinggrounds:

As required under the Environmental Quality Council'$Rule$of Practice and Prol;edures, Chapter VII,
Section 6 (a) (vIII),the petitioners are required to provide a descriptiOnof the current and historical land
use inthe petition area. AmonJ;stthe 38 pages ofthe petition, a mere seven sentences on page 15 are

devoted to descriptions ofthe past and present rOinching.recreOitionOiI.timbering. mining and
exploration activities in the area. Asdescribed below, this text does not begin to adequ3t~ly describe
past and current land use within the I)etition area. The Petitioners havingfailed again to satisfy the
statutory requirements stated by Chapter VII,Section 6 (a) (viii),we request that the petition in its
current form not receive further consideration. ~urther:

, Because portions of the Mineral HillMining Districthave been specificallyincluded in the petition area,
it is remarkable thatno descriptions of the current mining and exploration activities are provided. Our

company is currently engaged in exploration programs within the petition area, and has an active license
for exploration on file with the Department of EnvironmentalQuality. Our plans of operation are also on
file with the U.S.Forest Service, which oversees management ofthe surface and mineral rights in the

.area, and are in the PublicRecord. InJune 2006, the Petitioners (BiodiversityConservation Alliance)filed
a five.page letter with the U.S.Forest Service making comment on various aspects of our programs. The
Petitioner!> ilrc cert::Jinly O1W01reof our progrum!>,yet no mcntion of thc!>c activitiC!i i!imade in the

petition as required by the EQCRulesof Practice and Procedure.

. Equallyremarkable, no descriptions of the past mining activities are provided. Multiple mining
operations, includingsurficial, underground and extensive placering, have taken place in the Mineral Hill
disLriu, cHidlhl;!remnants of millsites, processing facilities,and hIstoric mines are present on the public

lands inside the petition area. Further, much of the area around Mineral Hillwas placer-mined down to
bedrock in the drainages, as can easily be recognized by the hummocky spoils present throughout

drainages within the petition area. Several exploration and drillingprograms were active Inthe 1970'S
and 1980's, descriptions of which are available in the public record, and placer mining in the area has
continued through recent years.
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Timbering activities have also routinely taken place in the area, and are not mentioned in Section 6 (a)

(viii).

Wefeel these omissionsare especiallyegregious,as Section6 (a)(viii)ost@nsiblycontOlinsthe
information most relevant to the socioeconomic impacts of this petition. 8ecause the petition
encompasses such a large area that includes many lands outside of the Sand Creek drainage itself,

descriptionsof past and current landuse are critical to understanding and effectively appraising the
valueof the petition area, as well as to assessing and mitigating the negative economic impacts this

.petition could h<:lvc.We fecI that thc5c omi5!Jion5arc LJdelibemtc attempt to downplay the economic

significance of current landuse within the petition area. We strongly urge the EQCto decline acceptance
of the petition, as the requirements under Section 6 (a) (viii) are clearly not fulfilled.

We have made similar comments during the past considerations of the petition (see letters dated May
28,2008, and September 3,2008, In Docket NO.07-1102).NOW,given the difficulteconomic
circum$ti!ncesthat exist at present throu~hout the country and in northeastern Wyomin~,.,.ndthe

direct economic impact that the petition represents to us and others, we request that the Petitioners be
held to the standards plainlyspecIfiedin the EQC'SRulesof Practiceand Procedure,and that little
additional latitude be granted to this group of petitioners.

As an additional nntp., ri dp!';c::riptinnnfth", surfal:'E'BE'oloeicalfl?aturl?s is required under Section 6 (a)

(vii)- What has been provided in the petition is specificallya brief description of afew hydrological
features; no descriptions of the numerous significant geological features in the area have been provided

(indllrline rhf.l$p.(lfthe ereater Min@ralHillMining District). This indicates a trend of sl.Ibstanti..1

omissions that further supports our request.

Sincerely,

Dr. DavId Johnson, preSident andSeniorGeologist
and Dr. EricJensen, Vice President and Senior Geologist
On Behalf of Bronco Creek Exploration, Inc.
1815 E Winsett St.
Tucson, AZ85719


